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[image: ]How did Mike Vogel Survive?
From my homeland in Czechoslovakia, the Nazis packed us in cattle cars heading to Auschwitz in the summer of 1942.  When we arrived we were beaten off the train, our clothing taken away, and our entire bodies shaved.  Numbers were tattooed on our left forearms – my number is 65316!

Those healthy enough were then assigned to slave labor.  At first working in an ammunition factory, I was assigned to the railroad camp, the place where all incoming prisoners were unloaded.  Only the fastest runners were selected, and the Nazis would run behind us with whips to make us run faster.  After we had lined up the incoming prisoners in rows of five, the Nazis would then make their selections as to who would die right away and who would work awhile before being murdered.  Those of us who did not obey their commands were brutally beaten.  Once the area has been cleared of the new prisoners we had to sort through the clothing and valuables the victims had brought with them.  We then had to run with arms full of these articles to the warehouses and anything valuable was shipped to Germany. I survived by secretly eating any food I discovered while on the run to the warehouses.  One of my friends who had the same job was beaten to death for eating this food.  However, I was of the lucky ones.  I lived through Auschwitz.  I have asked myself many times, “when so many others died, why did I survive?”

In late 1944, the Nazis hurriedly attempted to transfer all surviving prisoners of Auschwitz to other camps.  They didn’t want the incoming allies to know of the extermination camps.  We were moved to another slave labor camp, Landsberg, and then in March of 1945, we were marched towards, the Tyrolian Mountains and Austria.  This became known as the “Death March” due to the deaths of so many prisoners.  At one point during this march, there was an air raid of American and Air Force bombers. Amidst all of the confusion and distraction, two other boys and myself were able to escape into the woods and after three or four days, I was picked up by soldiers of the U.S. Armored 774 Tank Battalion. 

A very kind man named Captain Yogerling took me to and American army camp called “Home Run.” I stayed there until the Army and Red Cross located my aunt who had left Austria for the U.S. in 1939 before the war, and in 1946 I moved to Detroit, Michigan to live with her.

1.  What was Mike Vogel’s job?


2.  How did he survive the camps?


3.  How did Mike Vogel survive the “Death March”?
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