Lesson 8 '

R e,
Term )

Part of an expression
separated by an addition
or subtraction sign

Like terms

Terms that have the
same variable

© Simplify

Combine like terms

Simplifying Express‘ion‘s_—_r—rrgngw\‘/al_'igblg

In algebra, you need to add, subtract, multiply, and divide using
variables to stand for numbers.

In algebra 3nmeans n + n + n.
2nmeans n + n. .
nmeans 1 (the 1 is not written).

3nand 2n and n are all called terms. 31 + 2n1is an example
of an algebraic expression that includes like terms.

To simplify an algebraic expression, combine the like terms.

EXAMPLE ‘B 3n+ 2n

Combine the like terms, 3n and 2n.
3n + 2n means the same as

nEn-tntentn- —5n

\—v-} N—V—J

3n <= ) = 5n
Exavric 2 JESRRTSTS

Combine the like terms by subtracting the x's:
3x — 10x (Think'3 — 10=—7)
3x — 10x = —7x

Since you cannot combine —15 with —7x,
you are finished.

The simplified answer: 3x — 15 — 10x = —7x — 15

Exercise A Simplify each expression.
1. m+m 3. v+v+uw 5. c+ct+c+ec

2. s+s+s+s 4. b+b+b

16 ~ Chapter 1 Algebra: Arithmetic with Letters




