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With its decisions in the cases of Mapp v. Ohio (1961), Gideon v. Wainwright (1963), and Escobedo v. Illinois (1964), the Warren Court handed down the basis of what it called the “fundamental fairness” standard. At both the state and federal level, the Court sent a clear signal to law enforcement and criminal justice officials: Convictions not made in conformity with the “fairness” standard would likely be overturned. Constitutional guarantees of due process [the requirement that a person’s legal rights must be protected] for the accused had to be upheld. 

The Miranda decision expanded constitutional rights for the accused into an especially important situation in the criminal justice process: the questioning of suspects in police custody. Thanks to television police shows, the Miranda warning has become a statement of a citizen’s rights that is familiar to many Americans. 

A kidnapping and assault occurred in Phoenix, Arizona. On March 13, 1963, Ernesto Miranda, 23, was arrested in his home, taken to the police station, identified by the victim, and taken into an interrogation room. Miranda was not told of his rights to counsel [the advice of a lawyer] prior to questioning. Miranda was convicted of kidnapping and rape, and received a 20-year sentence, but it was considered unfair because he did not have a lawyer.

The case raised important constitutional questions: When should an attorney be appointed for a suspect if he or she cannot afford one?
The Supreme Court ruled that it was unfair that Miranda did not know he had a right to a lawyer.  He was given another trial and later found guilty.  Today, every person in the United States accused of a crime is told that he/she has a right to a lawyer?

1. What did the Miranda decision guarantee?

2.  At first, what Miranda told he had a right to a lawyer?

3.  What did the Supreme Court rule?

4.  What does every person in the United States who is accused of a crime have a right to? 
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