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OEDIPUS REX JOURNAL TOPICS
Directions:  Choose 10 of the following journals & write a full page response for each one.
1. Refer to Calvin & Hobbes cartoon. Comment on the message of this cartoon.
2. Many great work of literature center around a quest – a search for something of utmost value to the seeker.  What would be worth spending a lifetime seeking?
3. Should there be a law requiring that adoptive children be told who and where their birth parents are?  Why or why not?  What might be the consequences – both positive and negative – for a) the child; b) the birth parents; c) the adopting parents?
4. Describe an incident in your own life when you discovered something important – either positive or negative – about yourself.  Did your realization affect your behavior or your self-esteem?  To what extent is your experience parallel to Oedipus?
5. If the price of truth and wisdom is suffering, should we be content with living in a world of illusions?  Explain
6. Comment on the following statement:  “Ignorance is the necessary condition of life itself.  If we knew everything, we could not endure existence for a single hour.”
7. Which perception of the universe do you find most frightening or upsetting, and why:
A) The universe operates by rules which we can understand but which work against us and are unfair at times?
B) The universe operates by rules which we cannot understand?
C) The universe operates by no rules – everything happens randomly, by chance?
8. Does Oedipus’ tragedy result from a flaw in his character or from the clash of man with Gods?
9. What is the difference between a tragic view of life and a pessimistic one?
10. Is Oedipus Rex a play designed to glorify humanity or to defend a religion which points out the limitations of humanity?
11. Some people maintain that modern western cultures, especially American culture, have lost a sense of tragedy.  Do you agree?  Do we have to deal with tragedy?  Do we have tragic heroes?
12. What conclusions can you draw from comparing and contrasting the portrayal of violence in this play with modern movies?
13. Do you agree that Oedipus’ fate at the end of the play is the most fitting?  If so, why?  If not, what should have happened to him - Imprisonment?  Execution?  Retirement from the throne?  Nothing?
14. Revise the myth of Oedipus exactly as you would like it to be.  Think carefully about the point you want to make.  That point should be clear in your revised version.
15. Tell the story from the point of view of the shepherd.
16. Write a newspaper story, complete with headline, about the events in the play.
17. Comment on the following passage from The Fourth K by Mario Puzo:  “The oracle said dryly, ‘When the worst that can happen to you actually happens, and you bear it, then you are the strongest of men in the world.  Which, actually, may not be a very good thing.’”
18. With what attitude toward the gods does the play leave you?  Do the gods seem tyrannical, benevolent, just, cruel, indifferent?  Does the play reflect reverence toward the gods?  Is the play indifferent to the gods?  Explain.
19. Does the play end in gloom or tragic exultation (see “catharsis” on Greek drama terms handout)?  Defend your response with textual evidence.
20. Discuss the great polarities Oedipus experiences in his search for identity:  fame and shame; sight and blindness; ignorance and insight.  Defend Oedipus’ reliance on his intellect as both his greatest strength and his ultimate downfall.  Support with textual evidence.
21. As the Theban Choragos, you have witness the ultimate tragic agony, watching the destruction of an individual.  Your son is a student in Athens.  Write a letter to your son, in which you describe the experiences of this day and what lessons you have learned which you believe are critical and must be shared between you.
22. Over the entrance to the temple at Delphi are inscribed these words:  KNOW THYSELF.  Defend the statement that Oedipus is the classic example of the man whose central problem is that he does not know himself.  Do you think Sophocles suggests that suffering is necessary to achieve self-realization or self-knowledge?
23. The Greeks believed in moderation – “nothing in excel.”  Edith Hamilton expands this:  “nothing that is vast enters into the life of mortals without a curse.”  What occurs in excess in Oedipus Rex?  What happens as a result?  Support with textual evidence.
24. What implications could Hamilton’s statement have for the twentieth and twenty-first centuries?  (see #23)  Can you think of any of these centuries’ vast discoveries that came with a curse?  Defend with historical examples.
25. To what extent are the characters in Oedipus Rex victims of fate?  To what extent do they have free will?  What is the message regarding fate versus free will in Oedipus Rex?
26. Creon says on pg. 31, “Would any sane man prefer power, with all a king’s anxieties, to that same power and the grace of sleep?”  Would you want to have fame/power?  Why or why not?  Explain.   What are the advantages and disadvantages of having power/fame?
27. Protagorus stated:  “Man is the measure of all things.”  Do you believe Sophocles agreed with Protagorus?  Defend your response with textual evidence.
28. Agree or disagree with the following quotation from Oedipus Rex.  Support with evidence from the play and/or your own experience.
29. Agree or disagree with the following quotation from Oedipus Rex.  Support with evidence from the play and/or from your own experience:
	“…any mortal who dares hold no immortal Power in awe will be caught up in a net 
	of pain.”
30. Agree or disagree with the following quotation from Oedipus Rex.  Support with evidence from the play and/or from your own experience: 
	“Judgments too quickly formed are dangerous.”
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