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A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen Study Questions 

Act One 
Directions:  Please answer the following questions briefly but in complete sentences in your notebook.

1. What is the setting of the first act, and what does the description show about the family? 
1. How does Nora tip the porter?  Is she generous? 
1. What is Nora’s mood when the play opens? 
1. What terms does Helmer use to address Nora?  What does the use of these terms show about their relationship? 
1. How do both Nora and Helmer feel about Helmer’s promotion?  Why? 
1. What are Helmer’s beliefs about managing money?  What does Helmer call Nora’s attitude about borrowing money? 
1. What does Nora ask Helmer for? 
1. What weakness does Helmer say both Nora and her father share?  How does Helmer explain that they both share this weakness? 
1. Comment on these lines:  Nora:  I would never dream of doing anything you didn’t want me to.
       Helmer:  Of course not, I know that. 
1. How long has it been since Nora and Mrs. Linden have seen one another? 
1. What is Mrs. Linden’s situation?  Why has she come to town? 
1. What does Mrs. Linden say Nora was like as a school girl? 
1. Why did Mrs. Linden marry? 
1. How does Mrs. Linden describe her life? Why does Nora envy Mrs. Linden’s life?
1. What is Nora “proud and glad of?” (p.147)
1. What does Mrs. Linden say was rash?  Why does Nora not want Helmer to know about the loan? 
1. Earlier it seemed Nora was selfish in her desire for money. What do we learn about how Nora has spent the money and other ways she has earned the money? How does Nora feel about earning money herself?
1. What does Krogstad tell Nora he wants to see Helmer about? 
1. What does Dr. Rank say about Krogstad? 
1. How does Nora lie about the macaroons she offers Dr. Rank? 
1. What does Dr. Rank indicate about his own health?   
1. What are two kinds of afflictions Dr. Rank mentions?  What are some examples of what “moral affliction” might be? 
1. What would Nora like to say in front of Helmer?  What are the reactions of Dr. Rank and Mrs. Linden? 
1. How does Mrs. Linden say she knows Krogstad? How has he changed since she last saw him?
1. What does Nora reveal about Krogstad’s marriage?
1. How does Nora ask Helmer for a job for Mrs. Linden? What is his response?
1. How does Nora describe her children when they come in? What game does she agree to play with them?
1. What is Krogstad’s request to Nora?  On what does Krogstad blame his difficulties? 
1. What legal situation is Nora in, concerning the loan?  Why didn’t Nora pay attention to the formalities? 
1. Why does Krogstad say he committed his “offense,” what was his crime, and what is Krogstad’s threat to Nora?
1. Why doesn’t Helmer forgive Krogstad? What does Helmer say about moral corruption? 




Act Two 

1. At the beginning of Act II, how is the passage of time indicated? What does the tree symbolize?
3. What does Nora tell the nursemaid, Anna, about her future relationship with the children? 
4. What do we learn about Anna’s past and why she came to work there?
5. What is Nora’s costume, and what will she be performing at the ball? Why does she say she could tear the costume to pieces?
6. What does Nora say is Dr. Rank’s problem?  How does she explain it? (p.168)
7. About what discrepancy does Mrs. Linden ask Nora?  From whom does Mrs. Linden think Nora has borrowed the money? 
8. Who is to get Krogstad’s job?  What argument does Nora use to convince Helmer to let Krogstad keep his job?  What is Helmer’s response? 
9. What are two more factors that make it impossible to keep Krogstad employed at the bank?  How does Nora react to these factors?  How does Helmer interpret Nora’s reactions? 
10. Comment on these lines:  HELMER: “Let what will happen—when the time comes, I shall have strength and courage enough.  You shall see, my shoulders are broad enough to bear the whole burden.” …  NORA: “That you shall never, never do.” 
11. What is Dr. Rank’s news? 
12. Describe the relationship between Nora and Dr. Rank. 
13. How does Dr. Rank say he’ll treat Helmer when he’s dying?  What will be Dr. Rank’s indication that he’s certain that he’s dying? 
14. What was Nora going to ask Dr. Rank? How does Nora react when Dr. Rank says that he has loved her as much as anyone else? Why does she decide not to ask Dr. Rank for the favor?
15. What is Krogstad’s plan to get his job back?  Why is he not concerned about getting the money back? What does he really want?
16. Comment on the following lines: NORA: Now I have the courage for it….KROGSTAD: Under the ice perhaps? Down in the cold, black water? (p.182)
17. What is Mrs. Linden’s reaction to Helmer’s getting the letter?  Of what was Mrs. Linden NOT aware when she made the statement? 
18. What does Nora think Helmer’s response to the letter will be? (p. 184) She mentions the “miracle” that must not happen. What is she talking about?
19. What promise does Nora request from Mrs. Linden?  What is Mrs. Linden’s plan?  Why does Mrs. Linden think she may have influence over Krogstad? 
20. What is Nora’s plan to distract Helmer?  How is it thwarted?  What is Nora’s reaction? 
21. How desperate is Nora?  How do you know? 
22. Why is it appropriate that Nora is dancing a tarantella? What is a Tarantella, and what is it supposed to be the purpose of the dance (or what is it supposed to signify)?
23. What has happened between Mrs. Linden and Krogstad? 
24. Near the end of Act II Krogstad tells Nora, “A mere money-lender, a penny-a-liner, a – in short, a creature like me – has a little bit of what people call ‘heart.’” Why are these lines important?
25. How does Nora’s mood change at the end of this act? 

Act III Study Questions 

1. What is the scene set in Helmer’s home? 
2. What has been the past relationship of Mrs. Linden and Krogstad?  What is Mrs. Linden’s proposal?  What does Mrs. Linden say that convinces Krogstad that she is not working on Nora’s behalf? 
3. Mrs. Linden changes her mind about her plan. Why does Mrs. Linden want Krogstad NOT to take back the letter? 
4. How does Mrs. Linden explain her presence at the house so late? 
5. What Dr. Rank tell Nora her next costume should be?  What will Dr. Rank’s next costume be? What does he mean by that? (p.197-198)
6. Why has Dr. Rank stopped by? 
7. Why does Helmer want to empty the letter box?  What does Helmer notice about the box?  What is Nora’s explanation? 
8. What is Helmer’s reaction to the letter?  How does Helmer explain Nora’s actions? 
9. How does Helmer now see himself?  What is Helmer’s plan? 
10. What does Nora receive from Krogstad that changes the situation? 
11. Why does Helmer forgive Nora?  How does Helmer say the future will be? 
12. What is the significance of Nora taking off her “doll’s dress”?
13. What does Nora say about her relationship with both her father and with Helmer? 
14. Why does Nora say she must leave?  What does Nora say is her sacred duty, equal to that of wife and mother? 
15. What does Nora say about her beliefs in religion and law? 
16. What does Nora say about her love for Helmer? 
17. What is the miracle that Nora expected? 
18. Comment on these lines:  HELMER: “I would gladly work for you day and night, Nora – bear sorrow and want for your sake – but no man sacrifices his honor, even for one he loves.”  NORA: “Millions of women have done so.” 
19. Where does Nora plan to go?  What are her conditions on leaving? 
20. What is Nora’s response to Helmer’s plea, “Can I never be anything more to you than a stranger? 
21. Explain Helmer’s last lines: “Nora!  Nora!  Empty.  She’s gone! Ah! The miracle of miracles--?!” 
22. What is the significance of the last stage direction?  Is there any ambiguity here?  Why or why not? 




