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GLOSSARY OF TERMS FOR GREEK DRAMA

Anagnorisis = recognition or discovery of truth on the part of the hero; a change from ignorance to knowledge

Arete = excellence of morals or behavior; glory; knowing how to make the best of a situation; knowing the morally and socially right thing to do
     
Ate = rashness; infatuation; Goddess of mischief and rash destruction

Catharsis = purging of pity and fear, leaving the viewer relieved and elated

Hamartia = a tragic flaw [weakness of character or error in judgment] which causes the hero’s downfall

Hubris = arrogance or overweening pride or over-confidence in one’s own power, which leads to the hero’s transgression against the gods; usually, hubris is the hero’s tragic flaw; it often causes him to fall into the trap of ate

Koros = complacency, often leading to hubris, which, in turn, often leads to at

Moira = fate; the predetermined share or lot in life of an individual. It is not meant to be understood as either a reward or punishment for an individual’s behavior

Nemesis = fate that cannot be escaped

Peripeteia = reversal of fortune from good to bad

Tragedy = an imitation of a serious action which will arouse pity and fear in the viewer

Tragic hero = a character of noble birth, neither totally good nor totally evil, whose downfall is caused by some weakness or error in judgment

Tyche = chance; the random, unpredictable force responsible for what happens in specific circumstances






Practice with Greek Drama Terms
Directions: Give a specific example from Oedipus Rex of each of the following terms, explaining why you picked it and including a page number for reference. You may look back at the glossary of terms to help you.
Anagnorisis:

Arete:

Ate:

Catharsis:

Hamartia:

Hubris:

Koros:

Moira:

Nemesis:

Peripeteia:

Tyche:


