Mrs. Wallace; IB English; Periods 2, 4, 5, 6; Assignment #6

The Role of the Chorus

Characteristics of the Greek chorus:

· Group of approximately 15 men
· Sang lyric poetry and danced to musical accompaniment
· Were unpaid, drawn from the citizenry at large
· Performing in the chorus was regarded as a civic duty
· Were trained and costumed
· Wore the dress of the people they represented and wore light masks

Functions of the Greek chorus:

· Provided link from audience to actors, responding to the play in a manner the playwright hoped the audience would respond – the ideal spectator
· Provided tension release
· Reflected upon what has happened, pondered what might happen, asked questions
· At times advised central characters
· Often functioned as the conscience of the people, establishing an ethical perception from which to view the action
· Helped to establish mood and to heighten the dramatic moments through movement and song
· Added theatricality to performance
· Helped to establish important pacing of the play, pointing moments at which the audience should reflect upon what has occurred and what must yet transpire
· Could be in the play or outside of it, by either participating in the action or by commenting on the action as merely an observer
· Separated scenes of action from one another
· Usually through a leader as spokesperson, could interact with the central characters
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Function of the Greek Chorus in Oedipus Rex

Directions: Review the choral passages (odes & exodus). Based upon your knowledge of how the Ancient Greek dramatists employed their choruses, summarize the message of each choral response and speculate on the practical reasons for its placement in the play by filling in the chart below.


Choral Passage		Summary of Message		Reasons for Placement
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