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FORESTFIRES: Flames That Kill

A long time ago, all forest fires started with
lightning. But now, 95 percent of them begin
with people. Most are caused by campfires
and cigarettes. Each year, 125,000 fires
destroy 12 million acres of our precious
trees.

Forest fires take lives. They take away the
beauty of the land, too. Fires kill grass and
make it easier for floods to happen.

All forest fires begin as surface fires which
burn leaves and plants on the ground. When
the flames become very hot, everything under-
ground is charred, too. This is called a
"ground" fire.

During a crown fire, the flames spread from treetop to treetop. Blown by the wind, hot cinders
land on trees several miles away. This causes soot fires to break out.

Forest rangers watch for fires from tall lookout towers. lf they spot one, trained ground crews
are called. They are joined by smoke jumpers who parachute into hard-to-reach places. The
crews dig ditches called firebreaks. These trenches keep the fire from spreading. The crews
also use water hoses which may be dropped from helicopters.

During a blaze in the 1950's, an orphaned bear cub was found. "Smokey the Bear" became a
symbol. He warns people to be careful in the forest. This has been a successful step in
preventing forest fires.

1. What causes most forest fires today?

2.

3.

4.

What do all forest fires start out as?

What kind of fire spreads from the treetops?

What do we cali people who parachute into forest fire areas?

5. What is a word that means "very valuable or important"?
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