Name

TORNADOS: Giant Vacuum Cleaners

One time a herd of sheep were grazingina ...
field. All at once, a mighty cloud circled them. ig;;-:,-,,“,g': e
It was shaped like a funnel. When it left a . Nz RE:
moment later, the sheep had lost all their ‘& .~
wool! But none of them were hurt. They kept
right on eating.

This funnel cloud was a tornado. Think of
tornados as dark, angry, storm clouds with
powerful winds. Sometimes they swirl to the
ground. When they do, death and damage
happen.

If you could peek inside a tornado, you would
be terrified. You would see non-stop green
and purple lightning. The deafening thunder
would roar like hundreds of planes.

Tornados form when warm, light air meets cool, heavy air high in the sky. Sometimes, the
warm air is trapped below the cool air. Spinning clouds form. They suck up objects the way a
giant vacuum cleaner does.

The path of a tornado is about 10 to 40 miles long. The funnel itself is only a few hundred
yards wide. But its winds may blast at speeds up to 500 miles per hour.

In 1925, the worst tornado in the world struck three states. Almost 2,000 people were hurtand
689 died. In some towns, not one building was left standing. The 219-mile path was one of the
longest ever known.

1. What is the shape of a tornado?

2. How strong are the winds of a tornado?

3. What is the inside of a tornado like?

4. What is a word that means “full of fear”?
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