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SEISMIC WAVES: Giant Killers

At times, nature turns playful waves into
giant killers. Some call them tidal waves. The
proper term is seismic sea waves. Seismic
comes from a ‘Greek word that means
“earthquake.” Earthquakes at sea cause
seismic waves.

They begin at a distant point in the ocean.
Ships cannot feel them. Neither can they be
seen from planes because they are only
about two feet high at this point. But they
may be hundreds of miles wide. By the time
they reach shore, the waves tower 10 to 75
feet above the land.

Seismic waves travel at least 450 miles per
hour. One wave moved for 18 hours across
8,000 miles before it reached Chile.

Usually, at least two waves strike. After the first, there may be 15 minutes of calm. Then the
second strikes. It brings back the houses, boats, and cars that the first wave swept away.

In 1964, an earthquake shook Alaska. The 30-foot-tall wave that struck carried burning oil

from storage tanks that broke.

In 1946, seismic waves hit Hawaii. The people did not feel the earthquake, so they were not
prepared. During that attack, seven seismic waves destroyed parts of the islands.

Ancient Egypt was proud of its 600-foot-tall lighthouse. But this landmark toppled into the

sea after being struck by a seismic wave.

1. What causes seismic waves?

How tall can seismic waves get?

What is the common name for seismic sea waves?
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- What is a word that means “to rise above”?

What is a word that means “fell or collapsed”?
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