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POLLIJTION: Dirt and Crime in the Air

ln the mid-1980's, the Statue of Liberty was
closed for more than a year. During that time,
she received a "bath." One hundred years'
worth of dirt was removed. The dirt was
caused by air pollution.

lf pollution can make a statue grimy, think
what it can do to a person's lungs. Pollution
comes from many sources. Some of the
common.ones dre smoke, paper, dust, soot,
grime, fumes, paint, even rubber from car
tires. These things break into tiny particles
that swirl in the air.

Pollution gives you a sore throat and makes
youreyes sting. You may also get a headache
and feel dizz\j. Often you can't breathe quite right.

ln big cities like Los Angetes, most pollution comes from car fumes. Mixed with sunlight,
these fumes form smog. Smog gets trapped in the sky and doesn't blow away easily.

New York City once had a week of horribte smog. Schools were closed. Two boats that could
not see each other cotlided in the harbor. Hospitals admitted patients who couldn't breathe.
Finally, a strong wind blew the smog toward the ocean.

During December, 1953, 4,OOO residents of London died from air pollution. London's
problems were caused by the soft coatthey burned for fuel. Since then, they have switched to
hard coal. Today, London has 50 percent more sunny days than they had just a few years

ago.

What made the Statue of Liberty so dirty?

What bad things does pollution do to you?

1.

2.

3. What causes smog?

4. What caused the pollution in London in 1953?

5. What is a word that means "came into violent contact"?

6. What is a word that means "accepted or allowed to enter"?
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