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HURRICANES: Storms With An Eye

Hurricanes are deadly storms. A single one 1! :"
can be as strong as 80 earthquakes. Its 84 ~
energy could replace all our electricity for six ‘

: Z - " 4

months. /// S /zy\

Most hurricanes start on a calm, cloudless c 5
. : _ .

day. The sun shines on the warm ocean. 4 v N‘Q

7
Moisture rises and forms clouds. Warm air - il /
mixes with cool to make wind. For some : ¢ N<
unknown reason, these forces pick up power

and speed. About 10 days later, the hurricane
strikes our coasts.
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But first, warning signs appear. Ocean waves N
slow down to only four or five a minute. Thin, ;; -7 c'é
ragged clouds build. They make halosaround o P
the sun and moon. The storm may still be ~ ~— - A
days away.
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But soon, the winds grow. From above, the black clouds spin out like a pinwheel. Finally,
heavy rains arrive. They carry so much dirt that it becomes hard to breathe. During a 1921
Texas hurricane, 38 inches of water fell in one day.

The rain makes waves grow as high as 70 feet. Winds may reach 150 miles per hour or more.
Buildings fall down, but you can’t hear them crash because the wind is so loud.

Then the storm seems to go away. But it will soon return. This calm is only the eye, or center,
of the storm.

In 1727, a hurricane killed 300,000 people in India. It was the third worst disaster in history.

1. What are the signs of a hurricane?

2. What is the center of a hurricane called?

3. Why can’t you hear buildings fall in a hurricane?

4. What is a word that means “tiny drops of water”?
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