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DUST STOBIUS: C,olorftrl Swirls

lf you had lived during the 1930's, you would
have heard people talk about the Dust Bowl.
This was not a dish filled with dirt. Neither
was it a football game.

The Dust Bowl was a series of harsh dust
storms. They lasted for three years. The
storms carried heavy, blowing dust across
eight states.

People claimed they could tel! where the dust
came from by its color. Bed was from
Oklahoma, and brown was from Kansas.
Yellow was from Texas and New Mexico.

These dust storms formed because the
ground had been stripped bare. Poorfarming

,r
and over-grazing by cattle weakened the soil. Then, three years of droughts followed. No
crops or plants were left to slow down the force of the wind.

The wind grabbed the dust from flat tands and carried it for hundreds of miles. Thousands of
people could no longer farm and had to move.

Dust storms still strike. Thousands of tons of dust may be lifted in the air by winds blowing at
25 miles an hour. The dust reaches heights of 10,000 feet.

ln 1883, giant dust storms fell aftera huge volcano exploded. That same night, the sky turned
copper. lt rained dust on a ship 700 miles away. Green and purple sunsets were reported for
the next three years!

1. What was the Dust Bowl?

2. How long did the Dust Bowl last?

3. What caused the Dust Bowl?

4. What is a word that means "unpleasant or not gentle"?

5. What is a word that means "reddish-brown or the color of a penny"?
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