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GIACIERS: Blankets of Ice

A loud crackle disturbs the silence of a
mountain. The sound is made by a huge
blanket of ice. The ice breaks and moves
slowly downhill. lt is called a glacier.

Glaciers are solid masses of ice that move
across the land. They form in cold places
where the snow never melts. ln time, the
layers of tightly-packed snow grow in size.
They also become rock-hard. This process
may take one year or 1,000 years.

On their journey, glaciers carve the earth into
strange, lovely shapes. Quite often, U-shaped
valleys are formed. Sometimes, the valleys filt
with water and become gorgeous lakes.

Most of the world's fresh water is trapped within glaciers. At teast one city has bought a
glacier for its water supply.

Alaska contains three percent of the earth's glaciers. That is more than any other state. Still,
about 1,100 glaciers are found in other states.

Huge glaciers may stretch for 100 miles and be two miles thick. But they move only a few feet
each day.

The Steele Glacier in Canada didn't budge for years. Then it suddenly began to move at the
rate of two feet an hour. lt was nicknamed the "galloping glacier."

What are glaciers made from?

How fast do most glaciers move?
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3. Name one reason why glaciers are important.
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When glaciers move, what do they form?

What is a word that means "interrupts or upsets"?
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