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FLOODS: Most Deadly of All

A flood occurs when heavy rains fall. Most of
the time, the ground can absorb all the water.
But sometimes it becomes too much. The
water gathers and moves downhill. Streams
and rivers overflow and cross dry land. Entire
towns have been wiped out by floods.

In fact, floods kill more people than any other
weather problem. At least 200 people die in
floods each year in the United States. Our
worst flood was in Pennsylvania in 1889. A
dam broke after heavy rains fell. The wall of
water grew 125 feet tall and moved at 50 miles
per hour. The town of Johnstown was swept
away. About 2,200 of its 12,000 people died.
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A certain river in China causes the worst floods. In 1887, this river changed its path and
overflowed. At least two million, and maybe seven million, people died. This same river
flooded again in 1931. Four million people died. It happened a third time in 1939. Ten million
people lost their homes. About 200,000 people died.

These floods are among the worst disasters in all history.

People can take steps to prevent floods. They can use sandbags along the edge of a river.
They can stop building in danger zones. They can make stronger dams to hold back the

water. These steps are called “flood control.”

1. Why do floods occur?

2. Where do the worst floods happen?

3. What is the term that means “to take steps to prevent floods™?

4. What is a word that means “to soak in”?
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