






countries in a global effort to defeat terrorism. 
The United States was not always able to get the 
level of cooperation it sought from all coun­
tries in military, political, and security matters. 

International Cooperation Countries often 
cooperate with each other. They do this for two 
main reasons-political and economic benefits. 

Political and military cooperation are most 
developed in the United Nations (UN). Nearly all 
of the world's countries are members of the UN. 
As a result, it is the most important international 
organization. In the UN, representatives of the 
world's countries can discuss international issues 
and voice their concerns. The UN's main goals 
are settling disputes between countries and try­
ing to prevent wars. Sometimes, the UN sends 
peace-keeping military forces to warring regions. 
It also tries to solve global problems such as dis­
ease, hunger, and illiteracy. 

Many countries benefit from economic co­
operation and free trade. This cooperation can 
help countries produce goods at lower costs and 
reach larger markets. People can then buy those 
goods at lower prices. Economic cooperation can 
also end or reduce tariffs and quotas. For exam­
ple, the World Trade Organization (WTO) works 
to make trade between countries fairer and eas­
ier. Most countries belong to the WTO. You will 
read about many other important economic or­
ganizations in this textbook. •!;;;2001 The Record (Bergan, NJ), Thomas E. Franklin, Staff Photographer 

✓ READING CHECK: fffugattSystenis, What are
the main reasons countries cooperate with each other?
for politica! and e(onomk benefits

INTERPRETING THE VISUAL RECORD "1e terrorist attacks on the World Trade 

Center and the Pentagon in 2001 killed thousands of people. Rescue workers and 

firefighters, such as thes� faced the grim task of searching for victims. How might 

images like this one inspire people to work to defeat terrorism around the 

world? 
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