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1. How are govemment and geography connected? natural boundaries
2. What are three main types of geographic boundaries? cultural boundaries
3. How do conflict and cooperation affect international relations?
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which ended World War |, International agree-
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Geography and Governments

The study of government and politics is an important part of geography. In
this section you will learn how control of Earth’s surface is divided. We will also
look at how the culture of a place influences its government.

Government and Development There are about 200 countries in the
world today. A country has an independent government, which has authority
over territory within its borders. Governments are free to make their own laws
and have their own leaders. Usually, governments negotiate and deal with each
other in peace. We call this diplomacy. Governments interact with each other
through trade agreements and international organizations. However, disputes
between countries sometimes lead to conflict or war.

Good governments protect the lives and property of the people who live in
a country. They also protect the freedoms and rights of their citizens. In doing so,
they help ensure the conditions needed for economies to develop and for people
to prosper. In many developing countries, governments are unstable. That is,
they do notlast long or have much authority. Corruption can also be a problem.
Political leaders may use their power only to enrich themselves and their friends.




Cultural Beliefs and Government The cultural beliefs of different groups
affect how governments are set up and operate. These beliefs influence gov-
ernment decisions and public policies. For example, a people’s cultural beliefs
might lead to laws that force businesses to close on special religious days. Cul-
tural beliefs also affect the way citizens see their duties and responsibilities.

To see how these cultural influences can work, consider Israel, a country in
Southwest Asia. After World War [I, Israel was established as a homeland for
Jews from anywhere in the world. Israel’s role as a Jewish homeland has guided
many of its government policies. For example, any Jew who wishes to become
a citizen of Israel can do so. In fact, many Jews have moved there from around
the world. Still, people in Israel debate the role of religion in government and
society. About 20 percent of Israeli Jews strictly follow the beliefs of Judaism.
These people are called Orthodox Jews. They tend to believe that religious val-
ues should play an important role in shaping government policy. Most other
Israeli Jews seek to limit the role of religion in Israel. In fact, Israeli law guar-
antees religious freedom for all people, Jewish or not. About 20 percent of
Israeli citizens are not Jews. Most of these people are Arabs who have very dif-
ferent cultural beliefs and practices. They have often opposed Israel’s immi-
gration, military, and foreign policies.

f READING CHECK: : Himan ystens . How can cultural beliefs influence citizenship

practices and public policies? laws about special religious days, religious freedom, immi-
gration, military and foreign poficies

Geographic Boundaries

Three main types of boundaries separate countries from each other.
Boundaries that follow a feature of the landscape are called natural
boundaries. Mountains make good natural boundaries. They are difficult
to cross and are permanent markers. Rivers, on the other hand, are often
troublesome boundaries. Many rivers are important transportation routes
for more than one country. In addition, river channels may move. Qther
natural boundaries include deserts, lakes, and oceans.

Borders that are based on culture traits, such as religion or language,
are called cultural boundaries. For example, the border between mostly
Muslim Pakistan and mostly Hindu India was established largely along
religious lines. The same is true on the island of Ireland. A border divides
the island between mostly Protestant Northern Ireland and the mostly
Roman Catholic Republic of Ireland. Many cultural boundaries are based
on language. The boundary between Portugal and Spain is an example.

Boundaries that follow regular, geometric patterns are called geometric
boundaries. These borders are usually straight lines drawn without regard
to environmental or cuhtural patterns. Geometric boundaries are often
based on lines of latitude or longitude. For example, the border between
the United States and Canada lies mostly along the 49th parallel. In
colonial Africa, European countries drew many geometric boundaries
that are still used today. Some of these boundaries have led to problems
because they divide the territory of different ethnic groups.

« READING CHECK: ““Hurnan Systems: What are three different types of bound-
aries that geographers study? natural, asltural, and geometric

The Rio Grande is a natural boundary between
Mexico and the United States
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Conflict and Cooperation

The study of international relations is another important area of political
geography. The field focuses on foreign policies and relations between the
world’s countries. Very few countries today are isolated. Instead, they are
affected by events in both nearby and faraway places,

Political Conflicts  Political conflicts, both within and among countries, are
common. There are many reasons for this. Most people feel proud of their cul-
ture and country. Feeling pride and loyalty for one’s country or culture group
is called nationalism. These feelings are often expressed in special songs, sym-
bols, and writings. Unfortunately, one group’s pride can conflict with that of
another. Competing feelings of nationalism have led to problems time and
again. Conflicts can also result from other differing culture traits, such as reli-
gion. A modern example is Sri Lanka, where a Hindu minority has battled the
Buddhist majority.

How a group of people should be governed has also been a source of con-
flict. One person or a small group of people governs some countries. They have
full authority to make laws and decisions. In these totalitarian governments
one person or a few people decide what is best for everyone. The people have
little or no say in how their country is governed. Communist countries, such
as North Korea and Cuba, have such governments. In other countries, all
citizens have a voice in their government. These countries are based on
democracy. This is a system in which the people decide who will govern. They
choose their leaders by voting in free elections. Democratic governments value
individual freedoms and human rights. The United States and many other
countries have democratic governments.

Economic issues also lead to conflicts. For example, countries often estab-
lish tariffs—taxes on imports and exports. Countries also set quotas—limits
to the amount of a product that can be imported. Tariffs and quotas usually
help protect a country’s industries from foreign competition. However, they
can also cause trade disputes among countries,

Terrorism Some political conflicts involve the use of terrorism by one or more
individuals or groups. Terrorism is the use of violence and fear as a political
force. Terrorists act for many reasons. For example, some want independence
for homelands that may be part of or under the control of another country.
Others might work to further various political goals, such as different public or
social policies. Terrorists do not usually act under the authority of a particular
government. However, governments sometimes protect and even support the
actions of terrorists who share similar political goals. Stopping terrorism is dif-
ficult, particularly in South America, Southwest Asia, and parts of Europe.
Even the United States has been directly affected by terrorism. One of the
worst acts of terrorism in history happened on September 11, 2001. On that
day, fundamentalist Muslim terrorists stunned the world by hijacking four
commercial airliners. The terrorists crashed two of the planes into the twin
towers of New York’s World Trade Center, collapsing the buildings. The third
plane hit the Pentagon, just outside Washington, D.C., and the fourth crashed
in rural Pennsylvania. The attacks killed thousands of people. In the wake of
these events, the U.S. government worked to enlist the cooperation of other



countries in a global effort to defeat terrorism.
The United States was not always able to get the
level of cooperation it sought from all coun-
tries in military, political, and security matters.

International Cooperation Countries often
cooperate with each other. They do this for two
main reasons—political and economic benefits.

Political and military cooperation are most
developed in the United Nations (UN). Nearly all
of the world’s countries are members of the UN.
As a result, it is the most important international
organization. In the UN, representatives of the
world’s countries can discuss international issues
and voice their concerns. The UN’s main goals
are settling disputes between countries and try-
ing to prevent wars. Sometimes, the UN sends
peace-keeping military forces to warring regions.
1t also tries to solve global problems such as dis-
ease, hunger, and illiteracy.

Many countries benefit from economic co-
operation and free trade. This cooperation can
help countries produce goods at lower costs and
reach larger markets. People can then buy those
goods at lower prices. Economic cooperation can
also end or reduce tariffs and quotas. For exam-
ple, the World Trade Organization (WTO) works
to make trade between countries fairer and eas-
ier. Most countries belong to the WTO. You will
read about many other important economic or-
ganizations in this textbook.

 READING CHECK:  Hitinian Systewis. What are

the main reasons countries cooperate with each other?
for political aud economic benefits
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The terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon in 2001 killed thousands of people. Resctie workers and
firefighters, such as these, faced the grim task of searching for victims. How might
images like this one inspire peaple to work to defeat terrorism around the
world?
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