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It was Hitler’s aim to control every aspect of life in Germany, including the daily life of ordinary people. If you were a 16-year-old Aryan [member of the master race according to the Nazis] living in Germany the chances were that you would be a strong supporter of Adolf Hitler.  There were exceptions, but among the majority, the Nazis were popular. They had reorganized every aspect of the school curriculum to make children loyal Nazis.
At school, you would have to learn about the history of Germany.  You would have been outraged to find out how the German army was ‘stabbed in the back’ by the weak politicians who had made peace after WWI.  You might well remember the hardships of the 1920s for yourself but at school you would have been told how those were caused by Jews squeezing profits our of honest Germans [Not true, all propaganda]. By the time you were a senior your studies in history would have made you confident that loyalty to the Fuhrer [Leader, Hitler] was right and good. Your biology lessons would have informed you that you were special as the Aryan race which was so superior in intelligence and strength to the sub-human Jews and Slavs of Eastern Europe.   In Math you would have been given questions like the one below:
Source 1 from a Nazi math textbook 1933:
“The Jews are alien in Germany, In 1933 there were 66,060,000 inhabitants of the German Reich of whom 499,862 were Jews. What is the percentage of aliens in Germany?”
 Source 2 stated by Hitler in 1939:
“It is my great educative work I am beginning with the young. We older ones are used up . . . But my magnificent youngsters! Are there finer ones in the world?  Look at these young men and boys! What material! With them I can make a New World.”
1.  What do you think source 1 was trying to teach in addition to math?


2.  What impact will source 1 have on youth growing up in Germany?


3.  According to source 2, why did Hitler want to control young people?


4.  How did school help built loyal and willing followers of the Nazis?


As a member of the Hitler Youth or League of German Maidens, you would have marched in exciting parades with loud bands.  You would probably be physically fit.  Your leisure [free] time would be devoted to Hitler and the Nazis.  You would be a strong cross-country runner and confident at reading maps. After years of summer camps, you would be comfortable camping out doors and if you were a boy, you would know how to clean a rifle and keep it in good condition.
You might well feel slightly alienated [different] from your parents because they are not as happy about the Nazis as you are.  They expect your first loyalty to be to your family.  However, your Hitler Youth leader makes it clear that your first loyalty is to Adolf Hitler. You find it hard to understand why your father grumbles about the Nazi laws about his working practices -surely the Fuhrer is protecting Germany. Your parents find the idea of the Nazi inspectors checking up on teachers very strange.  For you it is normal.
Source 3 from Henrik Meteimann, Hitler Youth member in the 1930s.
“It was a great feeling. You felt you belonged to a great nation again.  Germany was in safe hands and I was going to help build a strong Germany. But my father of course felt differently about it.  [He warned] “Now Henrik, don’t say to them what I am saying to you” I always argued with my father as I was very much in favor of the Hitler regime which was against his background as a working man.”

5.  Why was Henrik Meteimann so excited about the Hitler Youth?


6.  What are two examples of ways the Nazis controlled young people?


Hitler took great trouble to make sure that young people were loyal to him and the Nazi Party.  By 1939, 8 million young Germans belonged to the Hitler Youth Movement.  What was the purpose of the youth organization? 
Hitler gave one answer to this question in Source 5 when he said:
“The weak must be chiseled away. I want young men and women who can suffer pain.  A Young German must be swift as a greyhound, as tough as leather and as hard as Krupp’s steel.”

7.  Why do you think Hitler and the Nazis put so much effort into organizing the lives of young people?
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