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THE PRESIDENT'S DOMESTIC POWERS
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The Constitution’s Executive Article, Article 11, gives the President
some specific powers, but it gives few details about them. Debate
abOL}t K extent of these powers began with the Framers and has
continued since.

Over time, the presidency has become very powerful for several
reasons. First, the presidency has changed as a result of the Presidents
themselves. Second, as the executive office has expanded in size and
scope, so have the powers of the President. Third, as American life has
grown more complex, citizens have looked to the President for
leac.iershlp on such issues as the economy and healthcare. Fourth, in
national emergencies, the President, as commander in chief, has
needed to take decisive action. Fifth, Congress has passed many laws
that expand the Federal Government’s activities. Not having time itself,
Congress has had to ask the executive branch to carry out these laws.

Despite the expanded scope of the presidency, no President can
become all-powerful. The Constitution and Congress both provide
powerful checks on executive power. Some past Presidents have
taken a broad view of their powers, while others have said the
President should have limited power. Critics of strong presidential
power have used the term the “imperial presidency” to compare the
President to an emperor who takes strong actions without
Congress’s—or the people’s—approval.

The President is the head of the executive branch and must carry
out the provisions of federal law. The power to do so comes partly
from the Constitution and partly from the oath of office—the solemn
promise that each President takes at the inauguration to “preserve,
protect, and defend the Constitution.” The President’s executive power
offers him or her many chances to decide how laws are carried out.

The President possesses ordinance power, the power to issue
executive orders. An executive order is a directive, rule, or
regulation that has the effect of law. The Constitution does not
expressly give the President this power, but the President must be
able to issue orders to implement his or her constitutional powers.

Congress backs up this implied power by regularly authorizing the
President to use it.

(Continues on the next page.)

Lesson Vocabulary

ordinance power power of the President to issue executive orders;
originates from the Constitution and acts of Congress

executive order directive, rule, or regulation issued by a chief
executive or subordinates, based upon constitutional or statutory

authority and having the force of law
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